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Meetings on 2nd Friday

June 2015

En hilsen fra Presidenten

AGENDA ALERT

Kjære Venner (Dear Friends),
This is the time of year that American-Norwegians,
Norwegian-Americans, and wanna-be Norwegians
pay some attention to the values and traditions of our
shared HERITAGE. In the past, we attended
NORWAY DAY at Fort Mason to begin our
celebration, but, in the last couple years, there has not
been a Norway Day.
Our cultural celebration this year began with
SYTTENDE MAI commemorating the signing of the
Norwegian Constitution at Eidsvoll in 1814. Nordahl
Grieg's Syttende Mai party was well attended and
traditional with a parade led by the Spelemannslag,
tasty pølse and lompe, is krem, and Solo. There was
music by the Spelemannslag and dancing by the
Leikarring. Many attending enjoyed the opportunity
to join the dancers at the end of their performance for
the Klappdans. There were visitors from other
Lodges and we all enjoyed the fellowship that comes
with sharing our Norwegian heritage.
Our American heritage was honored on MEMORIAL
DAY when we remembered those who have protected
our shores from many enemies throughout our history
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Next Business Meeting
Friday, June 12
7:30 PM Beginning Norwegian
8:00 PM Business Meeting… followed by
refreshments by Elderid and Vicki Everly

Heritage Social
Friday, June 26
Enjoy a potluck dinner and
a special viewing of
Twin Sisters (Tvillingsøstrene)
See event details elsewhere in
this Tidende
There are NO Business Meetings
in July and August… enjoy your summer!

and continue to do so. We are indebted to those who have
demonstrated their patriotism and sacrifice to preserve
American values and traditions.
On June 26, our Lodge will again pay tribute to our
Norwegian values and traditions with HERITAGE
NIGHT. There will be good food and a program that
supports those values and traditions… so make plans to
join in on the fun. You can check out the details in this
Tidende.
Then, comes the FOURTH OF JULY, the great American
holiday honoring 239 years of American Independence
this year. It is always a fun, joyful, noisy, and cheerful
time and I wish you an especially happy one!
All of these happenings commemorate the heritage we
share with each other. Let us celebrate the values and
traditions that bind us together rather than those that
separate us.
Hurra for Norge! Hurrah for America!
Fraternally,

Shirley Shoup, President

American Cancer Society
Relay for Life…
It’s Almost Here!
Saturday  June 6, 2015
Oak Meadow Park in Los Gatos
Event runs from 2:00 to 10:00 PM
• 1:00 PM Registration
• 2:00 PM Opening Ceremony
• The Survivors' Lap
• Luminaria Lighting at Dusk
Come out and support our
team… the Uff Da! Gang.
Come for the whole day or just
for an hour. Take your picture
with our own resident Vikings.
Walk a lap or two with the team
members. Dedicate a luminaria
in honor of someone you know
who has had cancer – or in
honor of yourself! All donations
will help in the fight to combat
this devastating disease.
Cancer survivors, in addition to receiving a free purple t-shirt, you will also
get a wristband that entitles you to a free lunch at the Survivors’ Tent.
There will also be some other mementos for survivors, so stop by even if
you don’t want lunch!
As the Tidende goes to press, the Uff Da! Gang is in hot pursuit for second
place in overall event fund raising, and our own Duane Adams is in third
place in total fund raising… way to go!
To join our team, to make a donation to our team, or to just find more
information about the relay, Google “Relay for Life Los Gatos" to reach
the main web page… then click on “Teams” to see links to all the
participating teams. There are also links to more information about the
American Cancer Society and Relay for Life events nation-wide. Please
contact Judy or Meg if you would like to donate but don’t have access to
the internet.

June Birthdays
1
4
5

Melvin Fadness
Shirley Hansen
Clara Rodrigues

5
7
7
8
10
11

Carol Fadness
Amanda Sorensen
Catrina Ballou
Gavin Andersen
Marion Chaeff
Sila Capp

15
16
18
19
19
19
20
21
22
23
23
24
26
27
27
28
29

Pamela Valentine
Andrea Hendrickson
Doug Grude
Jonas Capp
Marla Berg-Vivit
Marilyn Wall
Mark Groethe
Grace Larsen
Kristine Olsen
Donald Peterson
Dayna Bjerkhoel
Don Erickson
Norman Hulberg
Inger Govin
Jo Anne Burton
Astrid (Kari) Warner
Eilif Land

Heritage Birthdays
8 Svea Leventon
28 Skyla Leventon

Gratulerer med dagen!

Help us in this, the world’s largest movement to end cancer. Saving lives
from cancer starts with one team, one participant, and one dollar at a time.
Celebrate. Remember. Fight Back.
See you at the Relay!
Judy Purrington
408-799-3262
judypurrington@aol.com
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Meg Laycock
408-255-2111
meg@jstub.com
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Heritage Social
Friday

●

June 26

6:30 PM Social Time and Sharing of Aquavit
7:00 PM Potluck Dinner
•
•

The Lodge will provide meatballs and gravy as the main course.
Please bring a favorite dish to complement the meatballs.

8:00 PM Special Viewing of “Twin Sisters” – Tvillingsøstrene
•

From Norway to California, filmmaker captures sibling bond

This is the true story of two babies who, in 2003, were found abandoned in a cardboard
box in a Chinese village and adopted to two different corners of the world. One of them
went to the tiny village of Fresvik, Norway, surrounded by high mountains and deep
forests. The other found her way to a suburb of Sacramento, California. The adoptive
parents had no idea that there was a twin sister. Their sisterhood was meant to be kept a
secret. However, destiny had other plans....
The film tells the remarkable story of
the twins through a parallel journey
until they meet again in Norway
when they are eight years old. It's a
powerful story about sibling love,
human dilemma, and the game of
fate. Made by award-winning
Norwegian director and producer
Mona Friis Bertheussen, the film
has won several highly acclaimed
international documentary film
awards and a Norwegian Emmy.
58 minutes. In English and Norwegian, with English subtitles.
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Nyheter Fra Solveig Club

Membership Update

Solveig Club met on May 20 with Shirley
Shoup as hostess. We continued our celebration
of Syttende Mai and Shirley served a wonderful
red, white, and blue dessert.
We received campership applications from three
young ladies and awarded a half-scholarship to
each. Congratulations to Lotte Del Barga,
Nora Frost, and Gloria Panttaja. I’m certain
they will have a wonderful time at camp!
Congratulations to all who are graduating this year, and much
success in your next endeavors.
June 14 is Flag Day. Remember to fly your Norwegian flag
beside our beautiful stars and stripes, and salute with pride.
June 21 is the one day a year we honor our father. Father’s Day
began in 1910, but it was 1936 before it was declared a national
holiday. Be sure to give your father a big hug.
Each year, Solveig Club honors the many volunteers who worked
at and contributed to our lutefisk dinner bazaar. Club members
and invited guests will meet at 11:30 AM on Wednesday, June 17
for our annual thank you luncheon at the Blue Pheasant
Restaurant in Cupertino.
Have a good month and drive carefully!

We had no new members last month.
Roberta Heimark has been suspended by
Sons of Norway International for nonpayment of dues. If anybody in the lodge
knows her, please let one of the officers
know. I have left messages for her. The
envelope with her pin and certificate was
returned; however, no Tidende has been
returned.
The following address change has been
received:
Larry C. Olsen
220 Country Club Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95401
We have three members on the Past Due
List. Please pay your dues.
At the present time, we have 273
members. Included in that number are
Juvenile members with active insurance.
Fraternally,

Kari Warner, Financial Secretary
408-248-5046

karia107@earthlink.net

Ha det bra,

Elderid Everly, Solveig Club President

C nnecti ns

…ways to connect with your Norwegian heritage

Campers… Trollfjell Folkehøgskule and Camp Trollfjell registration fees increase after June 11; on-line
registration is available for both camps at: www.sofn6.org/arv. Trollfjell Folkehøgskule, for 14-17 year olds, will
be July 6-11 with classes in handverk (handwork), culinary arts, and carpentry; there is a limit of 18 campers.
Camp Trollfjell for 8-13 year olds will run from July 12-25 with classes in Rosemaling, folk dancing, heritage,
crafts, and Norwegian language.
Tell us about activities and ideas to CONNECT with our Norwegian Heritage!
Activity Snaps… can be viewed at www.nordahl-grieg.org and at www.facebook.com/Nordahl.Grieg.

Planning a Party or Special Event?
Welcome to Nordahl Hall Banquet & Meeting Center
Perfect for weddings, parties, meetings and more! Convenient Campbell–Los Gatos Location.
Please contact: Viking Property Management at 408-909-9055
Volume 61, No. 6
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News about Members
HAPPY NEWS!
Heritage member Shiloh Curtis is a national winner
in the “Make the Future” contest. This earned her the
right to present her navigational aid for the blind
invention on the Today Show on April 10. A video is available at
www.today-introduces-young-inventors-driving-the-future426090051682. Shiloh is the daughter of Shelley Curtis and will be
heading to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in the fall to major
in Computer Science. Our congratulations to you, Shiloh! We are very
proud of your accomplishments and wish you the best for the future.
Ruth Likens has traveled across the country to Richmond, Virginia, to
attend Virginia Commonwealth University. She started the accelerated
nursing program on May 18 and will be finishing in 18 months with her
second baccalaureate degree. We wish her good luck in her studies.
HEALTH NEWS
Ginny Hansen is back home again in Sunnyvale. Her sister, Pat, is now
in a skilled nursing facility in San Jose, so it is easier for Ginny to visit
with her. But, Ginny is busy with emptying out Pat's apartment in
Brentwood with the help of her daughter-in-law Elizebeth and
granddaughter Alissa. We are glad you are home again, Ginny!
CONDOLENCES
To Homer and June Stennes at the loss of June's sister in Illinois.
Homer and June were able to be with her sister during her surgery and
while in Hospice Care. We missed them and are happy they are back
among us.
IN MEMORIAM
Our charter will be draped at our next business meeting in memory of
Greg Ansok, who died unexpectedly on April 26 in Medford, Oregon.
A Celebration of Life gathering was held at Nordahl Hall on May 9.
Greg was 52 years old and had been a member of our Lodge since he
was 16 years old. Before moving to Medford, Greg contributed to our
Lodge in many ways. He served as Janitor for Nordahl Hall for a period
of time and was always a helpful bartender at our Lutefisk dinners.
Greg was a friendly fellow who always had a warm greeting for
everyone. We will miss him. We extend our condolences to his father,
Don, and his brothers, Gary, Scott, and Jon at the loss of their family
member.
Fraternally,

Shirley Shoup, Sunshine Chairperson
Please contact Shirley if you have news to share
about a Nordahl Grieg Lodge member:
408-264-0912 shoupshirley@yahoo.com
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More Beginning Norwegian
Join the group immediately before
the June business meeting. We will
learn a few remarks in Norwegian
that you can easily use to speak to
each other. Also, a copy showing the
pronunciation of those interesting 9
Norwegian vowels will be available.

Elaine Edwards, Cultural Director

Nordahl Grieg
College
Scholarship
Deadline
An application and a full list of
eligibility criteria is available at
www.nordahl-grieg.org.
Any child, grandchild, or greatgrandchild of a Nordahl Grieg
Lodge member in good standing is
eligible. Applicant must be a fulltime student, no older than 30 years
of age, have completed at least one
year of college or university, and
have a cumulative minimum 2.75
GPA.
Deadline to apply is June 30,
2015. Submit applications to:
Shirley Shoup
Nordahl Grieg President
5315 Calderwood Lane,
San Jose, CA 95118
June 2015  Nordahl's Tidende

Aquavit…
Skål!

Platinum Level
Solveig Club (donation, Mar 2015)
In Memory of Harold Everly
5 Generations of the Everly Family (donation, Feb 2015)

Our make-your-own aquavit events were a big
success. At our March Infusion Party, 31
different concoctions were crafted by
participants who had a wide selection of herbs,
spices, dried fruits, and other flavorings to
choose from… along with authentic Norwegian
potato vodka… to create their own unique
libations. After steeping our creations for a
month, we enjoyed tasting and evaluating our
creations at the April Tasting Party.

In Memory of Karl and Agot Heistein
Gunnar & Gloria Heistein (donation, Mar 2014)

Gold Level
Donald Slama (donation, June 2014)

Bronze Level
In memory of Noel Whaley
Sydney Whaley (donation, April 2015)
Duane Adams (donation, Feb 2015)

Ellen Moilanen exhibited extreme dedication by
methodically tasting and grading all 31
concoctions! The general consensus was that
Meg Laycock’s potion was the winner.

Bob Goodenough (donation, Feb 2015)

We’ll be featuring all 31 creations throughout the
year, so stop by the bar and ask Dave for a taste.

In Memory of Hank (Elmer) Graslie
Sharon & Daniel Fisher (donation, Oct 2014)

Victoria Slama (donation, Feb 2015)
In Memory of Clarian Pintacura
Alan Pintacura (donation, Nov 2014)

Shirley J. Hansen (donation, June 2014)

We even inspired Snorre Lodge in Hayward to
host an aquavit-tasting competition. Our own
Bruce Fihe entered his special brew and won
their grand prize! Congratulations Meg and
Bruce – Aquavit Champions!













Kate Slama (donation, June 2014)
In Memory of Hank (Elmer) Graslie
Sharon & Daniel Fisher (donation, Mar 2014)
Donald Peterson Family Living Trust
(donation, Dec 2013)



Eileen & Richard Grindeland (donation, Dec 2013)
In Memory of John A. Hansen
Virginia Hansen (donation, Nov 2013)

A Little More
Ole and Lena…
Ole and Lena got married.
On their honeymoon trip they
were nearing Minneapolis when
Ole put his hand on Lena's knee. Giggling, Lena
said, "Ole, you can go a little farther now if ya
vant to"... so Ole drove to Duluth.
Lena was being interviewed for a job as maid
for the very wealthy Mrs. Diamond, who asked
her: "Do you have any religious views?"
"No," said Lena, "but I've got some nice pictures
of Norway."
Volume 61, No. 6

In Memory of Maybelle Jacobsen
Virginia Hansen (donation, Nov 2013)

Special Raffle Donation
In Memory of Elmer Graslie
Linda Garcia & friends & family (donation, Mar 2015)

Donations made before November 2013 are not listed.
Please view past issues of Tidende to see the donors and
honorees from earlier contributions. Takk!
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Lodge Workday

Dave Melius
armed and
ready for the
task at hand

Many thanks to those who showed up for lodge workday on May 3.
We appreciate all your hard work.
Dave Melius labeled circuit breakers and chair racks, fixed the PA
plug, and installed a TV in the bar (donated by Janie and Pat
Kelly). Claire Smythe washed the entryway floors, checked light
bulbs, and cleaned the refrigerators with help from Bob
Goodenough. Janie Kelly, Claire Smythe, and Joyce Cosce
cleaned the kitchen, washing and polishing stainless steel, cleaning
counters, and scrubbing the stove griddle.
Victoria Slama and Bob Goodenough washed windows, cleaned
the stove burners, and cleaned spider webs throughout the building.
Fred Hymans trimmed plants and shrubs around the property.
Larry Hulberg blew out the parking lot, cleaned up trash, and
watered. Craig Slama repaired the motion detector lights above the
back doors to the hall. Victoria Slama and Bob Goodenough also
donated a set of serving bowls, which are particularly needed for
lutefisk. Thanks to everyone for your participation, and the
donations! Tusen takk til alle!!

Janie Kelly scrubbing
the kitchen grill

Hall Board Update
The Hall Board met during lunch at the lodge workday to discuss
plans and priorities. Items needing repair include the refrigerator in
the storage room and rear doors to the hall. The upper oven has
been an ongoing problem and we’ve replaced the regulator three
times, but our appliance repairman thinks we can keep it running.
Russ Behel is working on repairing the refrigerator. It’s an old unit
and parts are hard to come by, particularly the door lining and seal,
which may require some creativity. The back doors are a priority
and we’re working with a locksmith and contractor on needed
repairs.
The roof overhang for the back doors has been under consideration
for some time, and the decision was finally made to move forward
with construction on June 8 and 9. We’re looking for additional
help. If you’re available, please contact Larry Hulberg.

Claire
Smythe
achieves
victory over
dirt and
grime!

Bob Goodenough
tackles those
cobwebs while
Victoria Slama
makes the
windows shine

On numerous occasions we’ve discussed how nice it would be to
have a projection screen for lodge presentations, and some of our
renters have also expressed an interest. Fred Hymans located a
motorized projection screen that we plan to mount above the stage.
Dave Melius has also obtained a smaller screen so we’ll have a
spare. Thanks to you both for your creative efforts in finding a great
deal for the Lodge.
Victoria Slama has agreed to fill the vacant position on the Hall
Board. The function of the Hall Board is critical to maintaining and
improving the facilities for the benefit of the Lodge. Thank you
Victoria for stepping up to the job!

Larry Hulberg, Hall Board President
Volume 61, No. 6

Page 7

June 2015  Nordahl's Tidende

Here are the letters from our campers.
All were received in a typed format and
have been re-typed here exactly as
submitted. Enjoy.
Dear Elderid Everly and Solveig Club,
My name is Gloria Panttaja. I am 12 years
old. My grandmother is Meg Laycock. I went
to Camp Trollfjell last year and I would like to
go again this year.
Camp was lots of fun. Two fun things were rosemaling and learning
Norwegian folk dance. I also liked being able to go swimming every
day. I liked the evening activities. My favorites were the campfires and
the dances. Another fun thing was the viking olympics especially the
event were there were pieces of bubble gum on a table and they were
covered in whipped cream. Then we had to get the gum with our mouth
and blow a bubble.
Please consider me for a scholarship for camp this year.
Sincerely, Gloria Panttaja







 





Dear Solveig Club,
My name is Nora Frost, I am 12 years old, but I will be turning 13 on
July 10, so this is my last year at camp. I am writing to you to ask a
favor. If you will I would love to go to camp this year and to do so I
need a scholarship. I absolutely love Camp Trollfjell. It is where I made
so many friends with campers, counselors and teachers. It is where I can
explore my viking heritage and have fun while doing so.
Camp Norge is a beautiful spot and I love finding out who my counselor
and tent roommates are. I have so many friends that I have lost contact
with during school and I would really like to see them again. I enjoy all
my classes even though my favorite is between rosemaling and crafts.
And I have grown fond of the night activities especially Capture the
Flag. The hikes are cool too, but they are also very tiring.
Although I have to sing if I get either a package or 3 or more letters, I
take joy in getting and writing letters to my family, whom I miss very
much during camp. But sometimes I forget to write home because I get
caught up in camp activities. It is something to do in the summer other
than staying home and watching T.V. And I couldn’t think of a better
way to spend my summer. My grandmother and great grandmother,
Sharon Bratton and Elderid Everly are my sponsors and I am very
grateful to them.
My point is that I have been going to this camp for 5 years so far and I
cherish every minute of it. I would love to go back one last time before it
is over for me. It would mean a great deal to me if you would grant me
this opportunity.
Sincerely, Nora Frost
Volume 61, No. 6
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Dear Ms. Everly,
My name is Lotty Del Barga and I
would like to apply for a scholarship
to camp Trollfjell Folkehøgskule. I
attended camp Trollfjell for four
years and created many of my most
valued memories there. It really
bummed me out that I couldn’t
attend camp Trollfjell last year
because I was too old so, when I
found out that a camp was made for
teenagers I was extremely excited.
There were many things that I found
enjoyable at camp Trollfjell that I
will be looking forward to again if I
attend camp Folkehøgskule this
summer.
One of the best things about when I
went to camp Trollfjell was the
relationships I made. In the four
years I attended the camp, I have
noticed a recurring theme of
supremely welcoming campers and a
cordial staff. I imagine that camp
Folkehøgskule will draw an equally
great crowd of people. This would be
fantastic because it would grant me
the privilege of meeting who I will
continue to be friends with even
years after I stop going to camp (I
still talk to friends I made at the
camp five years ago). An added
benefit of going to Folkehøgskule
would be the opportunity to form
binds with any of the campers that
plan to be CITs the two weeks
following the camp. By creating a
tighter work relationship with some
of the other staff I would become
more effective at generating the
environment that I’ve always found
at camps sponsored by the Sons of
Norway.
Another aspect I expect to find at
Folkehøgskule is a loving, home-like
environment. From my experience at
Trollfjell, I have observed that the
camp staff is accepting and very
skillful at
(continued on next page)
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(Campership letter continued from previous page)

maintaining tolerance of different views among the children. Unfortunately, settings such as the one I just
described are very hard for me to come by, so I’ve been eager to be a part of a program that manages to do this. In
the last two years I was at Trollfjell, I was extremely touched by the effort the camp put into accommodating to my
vegan lifestyle. I was also very impressed with how little people discriminated against my appearance (I wear a lot
of make up and my style is different from most). The community created at the camp has continued to draw me
back, this year as a CIT, and I would be grateful if I had a chance to experience this family-like setting again as a
camper.
Overall, the best thing about camp Trollfjell was the change to learn about my heritage, which from understanding
will be comvered in even more depth at Folkehøgskule. I’ve always looked forward to my family’s annual trip to
California because I get to go to my grandma’s lodge and in past years, I also got to attend camp. Since I live in
New Mexico, experiences where I get to immerse myself in my Norwegian heritage are very limited (especially
because my state doesn’t have a lodge). Going to camp Trollfjell encouraged me to study my heritage more and
because of it I have started taking Italian language classes at my high school (they don’t offer Norwegian and I
happen to be half Italian). One thing that I find fascinating about Sons of Norway is the fact that they sponsor
camps such as this one. I think culture is extremely important and as far as I am aware, this is one of the few camps
I know of centered entirely on educating children on their heritage. This is awesome and I can testify that it is very
effective at getting children interested in their culture. I still have everything I created at camp, including my
rosemaling (displayed proudly on my wall).
Through camp Trollfjell and the things it has
taught me I have been able to strengthen my
relationship with my grandma (Mette Hellested
Goldeen – Nordahl Grieg member) which is
probably one of the most awarding things I
have gained through my camp experience. I’d
also like to add how advantageous it’d be to me
if I refreshed my knowledge before my time as
a CIT at camp Trollfjell.
Become a supporter of the
“Nordahl
Hall Capital Fund”
I hope you consider me for your scholarship. It
Help us repair and upgrade Nordahl Hall.
would mean so much if I could attend camp
All donations will be used for improvement projects.
Folkehøgskule and create new valuable
memories.
Your donation*–at any of the following support levels–
Tusen Takk, Lotty Del Barga
will be listed in Tidende each month. Donations may be
designated as "In Memory of…" or "In Honor of…”
Editor’s Note: a CIT at Camp Trollfjell
Donations can be made at any time.
is a “counselor in training”

Love Your Lodge Support Levels







 





Please remember to help with
our ongoing food drive by
bringing non-perishable
packaged food to any
business meeting or social
event. All donations will be
promptly delivered to a local
food bank to help those in
need. Tusen Takk!

Platinum $1,000
Gold $500
Silver $250
Bronze $100
Please make checks payable to: Nordahl Grieg Lodge
Write "Hall Capital Fund" on the memo line.
Then mail to:
Mike Block, Treasurer
For more info, ask any Hall Board
110 Flintlock Lane
Member, or contact Larry Hulberg at
Ben Lomond, CA 95005 408-813-2615 or lwhulberg@gmail.com

* Donations are not tax deductible. Please consult your tax professional.
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SONS OF NORWAY

Save the stamp on your
Tidende envelope for Tubfrim!

Nordahl's Tidende

Nordahl Grieg Lodge, 6-52
Kari Warner, Financial Secretary ● 1000 El Camino Real Apt. 107 ● Santa Clara, CA 95050-4284
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June 1, Mon

Deadline to mail Solveig Club College
Scholarship applications
June 1, Mon Deadline to submit entries for the Camp
Trollfjell t-shirt design competition
June 6, Sat
Los Gatos Relay for Life
June 12, Fri
Business Meeting
June 21, Sun Father’s Day
June 26, Fri
Heritage Social
June 30, Tues Deadline to mail Nordahl Grieg Lodge
College Scholarship applications
July 6-11
Trollfjell Folkehøgskule
July 12-25
Camp Trollfjell
See “Connections” for other important events.
Dates will be added as they become available.
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